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This is in response to youi mezao of May 20,1997 askiiig for clarification pf EFA's 
posiiion on the applicability of tha RCRA household hazstdous wait© excljision (40 
CFR 261.4(b)(1)) TO nani-raVgaB regulators. In youiinemo you stated that ttic New 
Jersey Department of Ecvironmental Protectioo (NJDSP) tjad located pasi EPA 
cQitespondence regarding this issue, however, the issue re cnained iinciear. Vouc 
memo also sused that NJDEP was interested in comaancifig an enforcemsan̂ . action 
asainai a utility for handling tJiesc spent regulators under itie hoiis^old hazardous 
waste exclusion, rather than as a RCRA hazardous waste. 

your memo explains that the natural gas regulators are uwti to s^gulate theijflov̂ ' and 
pressure of natural gas supplied to consumers aad that the -egulatois are installed, 
repaired, replaced, and spent regulators are collected solely by the gas SiippJier or 
utility. Fuithemcioie, ic is the utility or gas supplier that xnair.ss the detetuoiiwitin af 
whether the regulators: can be repaired or should be rtplaew d. j 

Your menio referencis a number of past letleaa that discusi EPA's position i 
regarding the management of spent r.ataral gas regulators, 'ihe most xdcvani: is the 
Febn3ar>' 2S, 1995 letter which addressed the queslJori of M̂  fisher the household 
hazardous waste exclusion applies to household appliances thai contain a hai?»rdDus 
waste due to the thermostats and cfaJorofluo-ocait>on.s. In thit letter our Office stated 
thai in order for a waste lo t e excluded ftoin RCRA as a hoiiisehold hiizardous waste 
it had to meet two crlwria. Tie household waste has to geiMcaKd by individtials on 
the premises of a household, and second, the waste stream i just he cojuposeti 
primarily of materials found in the waste generated by cons itners in their hctn&s. 
Since the nawrftl gas legvlators are insuiled, replaced, and i ollected by oiiliticM aaid 
gss suppliers, they do nor meet the these two criteria as you j»oinied out ia your 
vaemo. Therefore, naturai gas regulator* that fail the Toxicit;' Characiesistic for lead 
must be managed as a 
nazerdous waste and are not sligiHle for th» h6u«choId hazaa ilous wa$te excltisioa ar 
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